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Offering 40 fun projects that include building butterfly habitats, feeding butterflies by hand, and even

incorporating live butterflies into special celebrations, Rick Mikula encourages you to get the whole

family involved as you explore the exciting and colorful world of butterflies. Providing a

comprehensive overview of the butterfly lifecycle and close-up photography of 40 stunning North

American species, this guide teaches you everything you need to know to identify, care for, and

raise these beautiful and fascinating insects.Â 
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This book is unbelievable. The paper is glossy and heavyweight. There are photographs

throughout. The text is interspersed with sidebars, tidbits, and photographs.Mikula dispels myths

such as the one about butterflies will die if you touch their wings. Easy to understand information is

given about the life cycle of the butterfly with photographs of every stage. How to raise butterflies in

various ways, even how to catch butterflies in the wild and help them mate are given in such easy to

follow methods that Mikula has me believing I can do this! Project instructions for making a

homemade butterfly net and a hanging butterfly cage are included. We even learn how to properly

hold a butterfly and how to hand feed them! I thought only butterfly specialist-scientists could do this

stuff! You will be surprised to learn that not only does Mikula recommend raising butterflies to



release into the wild, but also raising them indoors and letting them fly around your house (and

never go outdoors)!Information about the plants, shrubs and trees that the caterpillars and

butterflies need is provided, which plant material for which species of butterfly is all outlined. Mikula

explains that the use of herbicides and pesticides as being poisonous to butterflies and encourages

organic gardening. Some garden designs for butterfly gardens are provided.Mikula's passion for

butterflies is apparent throughout the book as the text just cries out his enthusiasm. There are so

many detailed hints and tips such as what color clothing to wear when approaching butterflies in the

wild, to not use fabric softener when approaching butterflies, and that the wooden butterfly boxes

don't work as their sellers would have you believe. And did you know that butterflies would benefit

from a water source in your yard?
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